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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS BUREAU INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 


DATE OF INCIDENT 
May 26, 1998 


FILE NUMBER 
IAB #1242550 


SUBJECTS 
Matthew C. Rodriguez, Deputy Sheriff OoOO e 
Recruit Training Bureau 


COMPLAINANTS 
Johnny Dredd, Captain 
Training Bureau 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


Use of Unnecessary Force Performance to Standards 
Use of Unreasonable Force 


LOCATION 


REFERENCE INVESTIGATOR 
Robert J. Spierer, Chief Stacy L. Lee 
Professional Standards Internal Affairs Bureau 
& Training Division 


SYNOPSIS 
Deputy Matthew Rodriguez discovered Suspect Juan Ramirez Rendon attempting to 
break imo i: about2140 hours on the 
incident date. Fearing for his own and EEN safety, he fired nine shots at the 
suspect with his off-duty Beretta. Seven shots were fired from 

HEE This caused the suspect to flee toward the front of Deputy Rodriguez’ 
Deputy Rodriguez immediately went downstairs and exited 

He then saw the suspect approximately 30-40' from him 
attempting to flee east down the street on a BMX type bicycle. Although Deputy 
Rodriguez reported that he did not remember firing any additional shots, two additional 
shell casings and one partial slug which matched his weapon were recovered from the 
HE in and street in font The suspect was subsequently arrested and 
convicted of burglary. He sustained a gunshot wound to his right ankle. (Con’t.) 
REFERRED FOR RECOMMENDATION TO 
Robert J. Spierer, Chief 
Professional Standards 

& Training Division 


SUBMITTED BY 
Dennis H. Burns, Captain 
Internal Affairs Bureau 


STATUS OF SUBJECT 
Continuing on-duty 


No witnesses to the shooting were located, although several witnesses reported hearing gunshots, and 
several saw a person running east down the street from the shooting location. 


Two witnesses reported seeing a suspect jump from and run to its 


south side. 


Deputy Rodriguez maintained that he did not remember firing any gunshots from re A However 
he admitted thatitw: ible that he did so. Deputy Rodriguez also stated that when he confronted 
the suspect —— the suspect appeared to be attempting to flee and he did not perceive him 
to be an immediate threat to himself. Rodriguez said he saw no one else in the suspect’s path of escape, 
but maintained that the suspect was dangerous and posed a threat to all persons. 
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FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 


SHLRIFF’S DEPARTMENTY 
cate: April 16, 1999 


FFICE CORRESPONDENCE FILE: 


JOHN HAMMA , COMMANDER TO: JOHNNY DREDD, CAPTAIN 
OFFICE OF TI RSHERIFF TRAINING BUREAU 


EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
USE OF DEADLY FORCE, MAY 26, 1998, IAB INVESTIGATION #1242550 


The purpose of this memo is to notify you of the review committee's findings and 
recommendations concerning the use of deadly force incident which occurred on 
May 26, 1998. 


The committee met on April 15, 1999 and consisted of Commander Roy Pugh, as 
the chairperson and Commanders William Mangan (Technical Services Division) 
and Frank Vadurro (Detective Division). The committee deemed as founded the 
allegation that Deputy Matthew Rodriguez HE violated section 3-01/025.10 of 
the Manual of the Policy and Procedures (Unreasonable Force). 


Accompanying this memo is the original PSTD Response Team package, which 
contains the IAB and Training Bureau reports. Please evaluate the included material 
and complete and sign the enclosed form documenting your recommendations and 
actions and return the PSTD Response Team package to me through division chief 
within 30 days. 


JAH:JAG;jag 


County of Los Angeles 
Sheriff's Department Headquarters 
4700 Ramona Boulevard 
Monterey Park, California 91754 - 2169 


LEROY D. BACA, SHERIFF 


August 27, 1999 


Deputy Matthew Rodriguez, 


Dear Deputy Rodriguez: 


On June 16, 1999, you were served with a Letter of Intention, indicating your right to respond 
to the Sheriff's Department's pending disciplinary action against you, as reported under File 
Number IAB 1242550. You were also advised of your right to review the material on which the 
discipline was based. 


You did exercise your right to respond. After reviewing the response submitted to support your 
position, the Department executives have amended the recommended discipline. 


You are hereby notified that pursuant to a settlement agreement, you are suspended without 
pay from your position of Deputy Sheriff, Item No. 2708A, with this Department for a period 
of two (2) days effective August 30, 1999 through August 31, 1999. 


An investigation under File Number IAB 1242550, conducted by Internal Affairs Bureau, 
coupled with your own statements, has established the following: 


$ That in violation of Manual of Policy and Procedures Section 3- 
01/025.10, Unreasonable Force, on or about May 26, 1998, while off 


duty, you used force that was unnecessary or excessive when you fired 
two additional gunshots N. a fleeing suspect. 
Prior to imposing this disciplinary action, | have thoroughly reviewed the incident and your 


record with this Department. 


You will hereby take notice that any future acts of misconduct may result in more severe 
disciplinary action. 


A Tradition of Service 


— ~ 


Deputy Matthew Rodriguez M 


The Sheriff's Department reserves the right to amend and/or add to this letter. 
Sincerely, 


LEROY D. BACA, SHERIFF 


Original Signed 


Johnny Dredd, Captain 
Commander, Training Bureau 


Note: Attached for your convenience are excerpts of the applicable areas of the Manual of 
Policy and Procedures. 


JD:DHB:kcd 


È Advocacy Unit 
Robert J. Spierer, Chief, Personnel & Training Division 
Internal Affairs Bureau 
Personnel Administration 
Training Bureau/Unit Personnel File 


